
Wherefore Then Serveth the Law? 

Sermon Delivered on July 24th, 2022 
AM Service 

By: Pastor Greg Hocson 

Text: 
Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. 20: Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 21: Is the law then 
against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 22: But the scripture hath concluded 
all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 23: 
But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 24: Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith. 25: But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. 

Introduction 
Here in chapter three of his letter to the churches in Galatia, the apostle Paul preached to the 
Galatians that the law could not give the Holy Spirit; the law could not make one perfect; the 
law could not give righteousness; the law could not save nor redeem; the law could not 
change the fact that righteousness always comes by faith in God’s promises. Paul drives home 
the truth that the law could neither justify, sanctify, nor satisfy the sinner. And Paul knew 
they would ask, “Wherefore then serveth the law?” What is the purpose of the law of 
God given to Moses at Mount Sinai? If the law could neither justify, sanctify, nor satisfy the 
sinner, why then the law? If we are justified by faith apart from the works of the law, why did 
God bring in the law 430 years later? If salvation was through faith even for Abraham, 
then what purpose did it serve in the past and what purpose does it serve if any today? The 
legalistic Jew would naturally ask the question, “Why would God give the Mosaic Law if it was 
not to save? If men are saved through faith in Christ alone, what is the point of the law? Is the 
law bad? Is the law evil? Is the law useless?” 

Paul, in this section will give us the important role the law plays in God’s plan of 
redemption. Though we are not justified by the works of the law, the law has an important 
role and purpose in the whole scheme of salvation. But before we look at the reasons for the 
law, let’s look at some of the statements Paul made in this section to help his readers 
understand the relationship between the promise made to Abraham and the law given to 
Moses. 

First, the law is inferior to the promise. 
The inferiority of the law to the Abrahamic covenant is seen in four ways: 



(1) The Law was Incidental 
Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added ... 
As we saw in the previous section the law was given some 430 years after the promise was given 
to Abraham. The law was “added” after the covenant and thus was subordinate to it. 

(2) The Law is Temporary 
Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made ... 
The law is temporary, while the promise is permanent and eternal. Verse 19 concludes that 
the law was given until the seed should come to whom the promise was made. Who was the 
seed? The seed as we saw last time is Christ. “Should come” – referring to His virgin birth and 
His incarnation, His first coming and His death upon a cross. Since Christ has now come there 
is no further need for any other animal sacrifices to be made. 

(3) The Law was Given Indirectly 
Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand 
of a mediator. 
When God gave the promise to Abraham, He gave it directly to him. There was no mediator. But 
when God gave the law to man, He gave it through the twofold mediator, namely Moses and the 
angels. Steve Lawson explains, “The mediator is Moses who stood on Mount Sinai, who received 
the tablets of stone written by God Himself and handed to Moses. Moses then became the 
mediator or intermediary between God and man to whom the law was given, and angels attended 
the process.” 

(4) The Law Could Not Give Life 
Galatians 3:21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a 
law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
The Law is unable to produce life because it was not given to provide life. If life and 
righteousness could have come through the law, then Jesus Christ would never have died on the 
cross. But Jesus did die; therefore, the law could never give the sinner life and righteousness. 

Second, the law is important to the promise. 
But having said that the law is inferior to the promise, he doesn’t want his readers to think 
that the law is unimportant. The law is important to the promise. Again, Paul here in verse 21, 
anticipates the Judaizers asking, “Is the law then against the promises of God?” In other 
words, “Is the law then contrary or against the promises of God? Is God contradicting 
Himself?” Paul’s answer is “God forbid.” Certainly not! While law and grace seem to be 
contrary to one another, Paul will show them that the law does not contradict the promise but 
instead it cooperates with the promise. They complement one another. There is 
partnership between the law and the promise, fulfilling the purposes of God. We will see the 
partnership between the law and the promise as we now look at the purpose of the law 



I – The Law Reveals Our Transgressions 
Galatians 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions ... 
So, Paul anticipates the question, “What then was the purpose of the Law? Why, then, was the 
law given?” And he answers, “It was added because of transgressions ...” The purpose of the law 
was not for “righteousness,” but instead the opposite, it’s because of “transgressions.” The 
law was not given as means for us to attain righteousness, but rather to show that we are not 
righteous. It was given to show our transgressions. It was given to reveal sin and to show 
man that he is a guilty sinner before God. 

Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
20: Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 
One function of God’s law is to stop the mouth of guilty sinners. The law stops the sinners 
from justifying themselves and from saying, “There are plenty of people worse than me. I’m 
not a bad person, really.” No, the law stops the mouth of justification and leaves the whole 
world, not just the Jews, but the whole world guilty before God. 

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but 
by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
No, the law is not sin, nor bad, nor evil. Actually, Paul says in verse 12 the law is holy, and just, 
and good. The law is holy, just, and good because it exposes sin and guilt. Also, in Romans 
7:13 he goes on to say that “Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But 
sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the 
commandment might become exceeding sinful.” The law not only exposes sin and guilt but it 
also exposes the sinfulness of sin. It reveals the hideous character of man’s sin. 

God’s law is like a mirror which reveals dirt on our face. Just as the mirror shows dirt on our 
face, the law reveals our sin and unrighteousness. It exposes our sin and its true nature. Does 
this mean that the law is something bad or sinful? No, the problem is not with the law, the 
problem is with us! When you look at the mirror and it shows dirt on your face, don’t blame 
the mirror. Wash your face, not the mirror. There’s nothing wrong with the mirror, and 
there’s nothing wrong with the law. “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good” (Romans 7:12). Also, when you look at the mirror and it exposes dirt on your 
face, don’t wash your face with the mirror, use water and soap. Just as the mirror is not for 
washing the face, the law of God is not meant to wash our sins and obtain righteousness. The 
law only reveals and exposes sin, guilt, and unrighteousness. 

So, the law not only exposes sin and guilt but it also exposes the sinfulness of sin. It reveals the 
ugly character of man’s sin. There is a blessing in that, in that it makes it more obvious to the 
sinner his true condition: that he is separated from God and clearly needs to be saved. 



II – The Law Served as a Prison Guard 
Not only does the law reveal our transgressions, but it also serves as a prison guard. 
Galatians 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law ... 
Before we came to believe upon Jesus Christ for salvation, when we were lost, before we were 
converted to Christ “we were kept under the law.” Here Paul compares the law to a prison 
guard, which hold the unsaved captive under the law. Before the coming of faith in Christ, we 
were placed under guard by the law. In other words, we were in bondage. The law holds all 
men and women, boys and girls who are outside of Christ in a spiritual prison and so confines 
them that they cannot escape. Unsaved people are prisoners to law, prisoners to sin, and are 
under the curse of the law. The law confines and handcuffs a person spiritually so he is not free.  

Galatians 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. 
But the law does not confine us and hold us in a spiritual prison as an end in and of itself. It’s a 
means to an end. It confines us under sin in order to “shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed.”  It holds a sinner in a spiritual prison to take away his every hope and 
drive him to despair and to realize that his only hope is God and His mercy and grace. This 
is the purpose of the law: it is to cause men to become so aware of their sin that they turn in 
desperation to the Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

Greg Allen wrote, “The moment you look into the law, you see the truth about yourself. You see 
that you are a helpless sinner before a holy God. You see that you are such a helpless sinner that 
you have no hope of making yourself righteous before God. And then, you throw up your hands 
in despair of yourself and cry out to God for mercy. And the moment that happens, the law has 
fulfilled its purpose in guiding us to salvation! It has confined you inescapably under the 
condemnation of sin; so that you realize your need for the Saviour and turn in faith to Him for 
salvation.” 

... shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 
This verse reminds us that it has always been God’s plan and purpose to redeem sinners 
through faith in Him. The grief and the despair that the law brings to the sinner is an 
instrument to show us the only way of escape and relief is through faith in Jesus Christ. This 
brings us to the other purpose of the law. 

III – The Law is Our Schoolmaster to Christ 
Not only does the law reveal our transgressions, not only does it serve as a prison guard, but it 
also serves as our schoolmaster. 
Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ ... 
Paul changes the imagery in this verse. As we saw in verse 23, Paul pictures the law as a prison 
guard, who kept us and held us captive under law and would not release us. Now, in verse 24, the 



imagery changes, the law of God is seen as a schoolmaster. The schoolmaster was not a 
schoolteacher, but a slave employed in Greek and Roman families who had general custody 
over a boy in the years from about 6-16. He was a servant that took care of children. Another 
word for schoolmaster is custodian or disciplinarian. He was basically in charge of the moral 
discipline of the child. A schoolmaster is a strict disciplinarian who was constantly the 
companion of a child, with the responsibility of bringing the child into adulthood.  Jack 
Arnold says that a schoolmaster “was often harsh to the point of cruelty on the child and is 
usually depicted in ancient drawings with a rod or a cane in his hand.” 

Similarly, the law was designed as a strict disciplinarian to bring men to Jesus Christ. The 
law rebuked and punished men for their misdeeds. Because of the strict disciplinarian nature of 
the law, it should produce a desire within men for freedom from legalistic bondage and 
tyranny of the law. And thank God, there is a supernatural way to be delivered from the law and 
that is through Christ. The law itself does not provide freedom, it only points those held 
captive to the law where freedom is found, and that freedom is found in Christ alone. This is 
the purpose of the law, “The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.” 

Leon Morris summarizes the role of the law as a schoolmaster, “Paul is saying that the law was 
not the teacher that makes clear the way of salvation.  It was the leader, which, properly 
followed, would bring those it lead to Christ....The principle function of the law was not that of 
providing the way of salvation, but rather that of pointing to the Saviour.” 

The law like a schoolmaster who takes the child by the hand and leads him to school, takes us by 
hand and leads us to Christ and to the cross of Calvary. The law, like a strict disciplinarian, 
brings men and women, boys and girls to Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith. 
But notice the purpose of the law bringing us to Christ: “that we might be justified by 
faith.” This is another clear statement that we are not justified by the works of the law but the 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
Paul goes on to say that since this faith has come, a schoolmaster is no longer necessary. Once 
the law as a schoolmaster has brought a sinner to Christ, the law as the schoolmaster to bring us 
Christ has been accomplished and he is no longer necessary. The person who has received Jesus 
Christ is no longer under the law in the sense that he is no longer needed as their disciplinarian 
and judge; they are not condemned and imprisoned by it.  But this is not to say that believers 
in Christ do not have a moral duty now to obey the moral law of God. We are still obligated 
to obey God’s holy law. It’s just we are no longer under the judicial condemnation. The law 
is now no longer our strict schoolmaster. 



Therefore, the law is holy, just, and good, because the law drives us to Christ for salvation that 
we so desperately need under the condemnation of the law. It takes us by the hand and leads us to 
Christ who alone can bring salvation for those who have broken His law. 

Closing Thoughts 
Salvation is one of the most precious gifts God has given us. As we have been studying 
Galatians, my prayer and hope is that you and I are gaining a greater appreciation for God’s 
grace and our salvation and redemption in Christ. As a result of this study, may we have 
a greater love and commitment to Christ and to His glorious gospel! May we strive to keep 
the purity of His gospel. May you and I earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. May we all strive together for the faith of the gospel! 

If you are here today and you are not saved, there is only one way for you to be saved from 
your sins, there is only one way to be set free from the condemning power of the law. 
Understand that the law condemns you and only Christ can save you. Sin, judgment, and hell 
are realities, and the law confirms these things to be true. But God offers 
forgiveness and promises justification to all who believe in Jesus Christ. Please understand that 
the promise is not to all men in general but to all who believe in Jesus Christ as their 
Substitute, as the One who took their place on the cross of Calvary. Oh, turn to Jesus Christ, 
who forgives the worst of sinners and grants them eternal life. May the law your schoolmaster 
bring you to Christ, that you might be justified by faith! 

AMEN!


